
GENtrRAL EDUCATTOI\ C U RRICULTIM
Acadernic Afl-airs Policv Statenrent No. 14

l .  References

a. StatLrtes of  the Universi t l '  of  Georsia.  Art ic le IV.  Sect ion 2.
b.  B,r , larvs of  the Liniversi t l '  Cor-rnci l  of  thc '  Universiq '  of  Georgi i i .  Sect ion I {1ts- l .
c.  Pr inciples of  Accredi tat ior- t :  f ]oundat ions fbr QLral i ty Enhanceutent.  Sect ic ln 2.1.3
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d. Task Force on General  Edr-rcat ion and Str-rdent l -e i r rn inc.  2005.

2.  Del in i t ion

Getreral  edtrcat ior t  at  the tJniversi t l 'of  Georgia should resLr l t  in students u 'ho arc engaeecl .
d iscerning, inclependent,  and intent ional  learners.  Graduates should recrognize hon'
knorvledge is constructecl  in each area of  inquiry rather thau cover a stat ic bodr o1- facts.

3.  Universi fy of  Georgia General  Eclucat ion Curr iculum

The general education curriculum provides the fbundation for future studies b1,
introdLrcing students to a l iberal education and providing instnrction whicl-r engaees both
student intel lect  and cur iosi ty.  The Universi ty of  Georgia 's general  educat ion curr iculum
should empower the student to participate in debate and advocacy of issues crit ical to
community, state, and nation.

I .  Foundat ion Courses (9 hours)
Foundation courses for the general education curriculum r.vill be characterizedby r,zerbal

and quantitative competencies required in the following courses as specified by the
University System Board of Regents polic,v:
English Composition I
English Composition II
Mathematical Modeling

The following n-rore advanced mathematical courses may be required for certain rnajors:
Precalculus
Analytic Geometry and Calculus and Differential Calculus Laboratory
Calculus I for Science and Engineering ,

II. Sciences (7-8 hours)
Scientif ic reasoning wil l be characterizedby knowledge and application competencies in
scientif ic method, laboratory techniques, rnathematical principles, and experimental
design to natural phenomena- Study of the Sciences will ensure that students gain an
understanding of the natural, scientific and technologically-oriented world of which they
are a part, and that they be able to engage critically and ethically with future scientific
innovation.
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At least  one of  the physical  science or l i l 'c  science coLrrses rnust inclLrclc a laboratorr ' .

Pltt'sicctl Sciences (3-1 hours)
.  Abi l i ty  to understand basic scient i f ic  pr inciples.  theor ies,  and lar i ,s as t l re,v appl l , to

sc ien t i f i c  d isc ip l ines
.  Abi l i ty  to discern the role in and impact of  science on society,  and to ident i f l 'and

proper ly Lrse appropr iate technologies for  scient i f ic  inquiry and conrurLrnicat ion.
inclr-rding col lect ing arrd anal l ,z, ing scient i f ic  data

.  Abi l i ty  to Lrnclerstand t l ie phl ,s ical  universe and science's relat ionship to i t .  ancl  to
tunderstand the scope and l inr i ts on the appropr iateness o1'scient i f lc  incluirv to
ph,vsical  phenotnena

Lifb Sciences (3-./ hout's1
.  Abi l i t t , to urtderstat td basic scierr t i t lc  pr inciples,  theor ies.  ancl  lau,s as the,r 'appl l , tcr

sc icn t i f i c  d isc ip l ines
.  Ab i l i t y  to  d iscern  the  ro le  i r t  and i r r rpac t  o f  sc ience on  soc ie t r ' .  and  to  i c len t i t , r 'and

proper ly Llse appropr iate technologies for  scient i f ic  inquiry ar"rc l  colnnrLrnicat ion.
including col lect ing and anal .v 'z ing scient i l lc  data

. Abil ity to understand hor,v l iving systerns function and the relationsl-rip aniongst
l iv ing organisms in the environrnent.  and to apply societal  et l i ics to scient i f ic  inquir l ,
in the l i fe sciences

II I .  Quant i tat ive Reasoning (3-4 hours)

Quantitative reasoning and rnathematics wil l be characterized by knorvledge and
application competencies in logic, crit ical evaluation, analysis, synthesis generalization,
rnodeling, and verbal, nutneric, graphical. and syrnbolic problern solving. Study of

Quantitative Reasoning will ensure that students gain an understanding of the world from
multiple viewpoints, and that they be able to pursue crit ical analyses and argumentation
to logical conclusions.

Ability to model situations from a variety of settings in generalized mathernatical
forms
Ability to express and manipulate mathematical inforrnation, concepts, and thoughts
in verbal, numeric, graphical, and symbolic form while solving a variety of problems
Ability to solve rnultiple-step problems through different modes of reasoning
(inductive, deductive, and symbolic)
Abilily to properly use appropriate technology in the evaluation, analysis, and
synthesis of information in problem-solving situations ,

Abil i ly to shift among the verbal, numeric, graphical, and symbolic rnodes of
considering relationships
Abilily to extract quantitative data from a given situation, translate the data into
information in various modes, evaluate the information, abstract essential
information, make logical deductions, and arrive at reasonable conclusions
Abilify to employ quantitative reasoning appropriately while applying scientific
methodology to explore nature and the universe
Ability to discern the impact of quantitative reasoning and mathematics on the
sciences, society, and one's personal l i fe



fV.  World Languages and Culture,  Hurnani t ies and the Arts (12 hours)
World Languages. CLr l tLrre,  L i terature,  and the Arts rv i l l  be character ized b1'an
understanding and appreciation of the rvorlcl 1L'onr different l ingLristic, cultural, l i terarl,.
and aesthet ic perspect ives.  Par l ic ipat ion in I -angLrage Conrrnuni t ies.  Pract icur-n in Sel ' r  icc
Learning, and Study Abroad Prograrns are highly desiraLr le colnponents of  the learnins
process that rv i l l  enable students to conrrnunicate successf i r l l ,v ' in an increasingly
costnopol i tan society,  and to engage successf i r l l ,v  and cornpetent ly iv i th a global l l '
connected socict ; , .

LL'orlcl Longuuges ctrtd C)ulture (9 ltotrt's)
.  Abi l i t l '  to apprcciate ernd respect conlnronal i t l ,  arrd diversi t l '  arnong people and

cul tures
o {bi l i t l ' to better understr i t tc l  one's or in cul furc t l r loLrglr  the stur- ly o1'w'or lc l

cul tures and di f ferent cr i t ical  perspect ives
.  Abi l i ty  to contr ibute to the u,el l -being of  a global ly connectecl  socict l ,
.  Ab i l i t y  to  app l ) '  l i ngu is t i c  sk i l l s  and cu l tu ra l  kno iv ledge acqu i rcd  in  the

classroonr to real- l i fe s i tuat ions
.  Abi l i ty '  to understartd that  learning. especial ly language learning. is not a f in i te

process, but a l i fe- long cornmitrnent
. Abil ity to appreciate and pursue tl ie cornrnon good over self-interest

Htunanities ancl the Art.s (3 hotu's)
. Abil ify to recognize tlte aesthetic qualit ies of l i terature and the arts as valid and

meaningful expressions of the human experience
. Abil ity to discern the impact and role of artistic and literary production and

achievement upon the fbrrlation and developrnent of rvorld societies
. Abil ity to discern the impact and role of l i terature and the arts upon our

' understanding of the hurnan condition
. Abil ify to communicate with others in English, both verbally and nonverbally, in

an articulate, clear, and coherent mamer
. Abilify to analyze and explore rhetorical, ethical, and systematic methods of

inquiry

V. Social Sciences (9 hours)
Social Sciences rvil l  be characterizedblr knowledge and application competencies in such
academic disciplines as Psychology, History, Sociology, Polit ical Science, Econornics,
and other areas. Study of the Social Sciences will ensure that students gain an awareness
and understanding of the complex, dynamic nature of the social, polit ical, institutional,
and economic systerns that drive a culturally diverse and globally connected world.

. Abil ity to relate local, national, and global social policy

. Ability to identify and analyze both contemporary and historical perspectives on
contemporary issues

. Abil ify to articulate the complexity of human behavior as functions of the
commonaliry and diversity within groups

. Abilify to relate the contributions of groups and individuals to the history of ideas
and belief systems

. Abi l i ty  to descr ibe how histor ical ,  economic,  pol i t ical ,  social ,  and spat ia l
relationships develop, persist, and change



4. Procedures

a. Matters related to ob.iectives. goals. requirernents. and general education are the
responsibi l i t "v of  the LJniversi t l ,  Counci l  CLrrr iculurn Cornrni t tee.  CoLrnci l  considerat ion of
t l iese rnatters should fo l lou'considerat ion and recolnrnendat ion by the Cornrni t tee.

b.  
- fhe 

Universi ty CoLrnci l  CLrrr iculum Cornnr i t tee u ' i l l  revien'proposals of  courses f l 'onr
the facLr l t ies o1' the [Jniversi tv r i ,h ich thet ' \ ' ie lv as appropr iate fbr  nreet ing the general

edr,rcation obj ectives.

c.  Courses recornulcnded b1'  the Contnr i t tee fbr  the inclusion in the general  edLrcat ion
cur icLr lunr of  the Universi ty shal l  be fbru 'arded througl i  the Provost fbrapproval  b1' thc
Universit l, Systern of Georgia Cour-rcil on General EdLrcation. CciLrrscs approvecl tbr'
inclLrsion in t l ie general  educat ion curr iculLrrn rv i l l  be revieu'ecl  b) ' the IJniversi tv
Curr iculr-ul  Cornrni t tee on a regr, t lar  basis to ascer la in their  cont inued relevance to the
general edLrcation outcornes.



Inventory of Courses - General Education Abilities

In response to the Report of the Task Force on General Education and Student Learning, the
University Curriculum Committee is compiling an inventory of all approved undergraduate
courses that include one or more of the following abilities: moral reasoning, critical thinking,
speech communication, writing, and computer literacy. (These abilities are referred to on page 7
of the report.) The learning outcomes included below were derived from general education
learning outcomes established by the University System of Georgia. Once this inventory has
been compiled, the committee will consider which of these abilities should be a required
component of general education at the University of Georgia.

The following form is provided for this process. Many of the approved courses offered at the
University of Georgia will not include learning outcomes that satisfy the General Education
Abilities. If that is the case for the course you select, please select NONE at the bottom of the
page.

Inventory of General Education Abilities
Course Form

Course ID:
(may include 1000-, 2000-, 3000-,4000-, and 5000-level courses)

Course Title:

Please indicate below if this course satisfies the general education learning outcomes for one or
more of the following areas. A minimum of three outcomes in an area must be selected for the
course to satisfy this general education ability. Evidence of the selected learning outcomes must
appear in the course objectives and topical outline for the course.

Communicate effectively through writing
Please select a minimum of three learning outcomes from the list below:

n Assimilate,, analyze, and present in written forms, a body of information
n Adapt writing to circumstances and audience
! Interpret content of written materials on related topics from various disciplines
I Compose effective written materials for various academic and professional contexts
! Produce writing that is stylistically appropriate and mature

Communicate effectively through speech
Please select a minimum of three learning outcomes from the list below:

n Assimilate, analyze, and present in oral forms, a body of information
! Adapt communication to circumstances and audience
n Communicate in various modes and media, including the proper use of appropriate

technology
! Produce communication that is stylistically appropriate and mature
I Communicate for academic and professional contexts
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Computer Literacy
Please select a minimum of three learning outcomes from the list below:

I Use word processing soffware
f Use specialized computer software (such as, CAD, GIS)
I Use a spreadsheet application
I Use a database application
! Use presentation software
I Use the web
n Use E-mail and use OASIS

Critical Thinking
(Engage in complex thought, analysis, and reasoning)
Please select a minimum of three learning outcomes from the list below:

n Consider and engage opposing points of view
n Communicate for academic and professional contexts
! Support a consistent purpose and point of view
! Assimilate, analyze, and present a body of information
n Analyze arguments
! Interpret inferences and develop subtleties of symbolic and indirect discourse

Moral Reasoning (Ethics)
Develop an understanding of the ethics theory related to decision-making, and develop an
understanding of the basis of ethical principles, codes, and standards of conduct.
Please select a minimum of three learning outcomes from the list below:

tr Recognize the community and the greater common good in addition to individual needs
and goals

n Contribute to the eradication of stereotypes and prejudices that exist in society, either in
crude forms or in more sophisticated and sometimes pseudo-scientific ones

D Judge and understand ethical behavior in social applications
I Apply societal ethics to scientific inquiry ,
I Use ethical models to make decisions

None
! This course does not include the learning outcomes necessary to satisfv any of the areas

listed above.

Facultv Member:

Department Head:
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