
Brief  Descr ip t ion of  GCSu Areas of  Emphasis

for

Proposed Nerr '  Ceneral  Educat ion Curr icu lunt

Mul t ip le  Exposures to l - ibcra l  Ar ts  Ernphases

Lou'cr- or Llpper- lcvcl courses can clLral i ly as providing exposl lres in up to 2l ibcral alts
ctt tprl tascs. Studcnts u, i l l  track t l ic ir  cxposltre to t lre GC&SU l ibcral arts enrphascs on a
chcck shcct (att  craurplc is proviclcd latcr in this document; this tracking should bc
arttotrtalecl elcctronical ly and accessible to sludcnts and advisors). Courses that l lave
cltral i f iecl as fulf i l l ing a part icLrlar l iberal arts crnphasis (or eniphases) r.r , i l l  be codecl as
such in  Banncr  and in  thc Cata log.

To qtral i t ,v as f ir l tr l l ing an exposLlrc, coLrrscs wil l  be approved by a general education
currictr lunt conrnti t tee that u, i l l  l 'Lrnctiorl  AS i ln administrat ive conrmittce olf  the
Urt iversity Senate. l 'his comnrit tcc i . l , i l l  consult rvi th taculty rcprcsentatives frorn the
discipl ine(s) rclatcd to the enrpltasis, and make t lreir decisions according to cri ter ia based
oll  course outcotnes, topics. lnea.ns of assessment, and grading irubrics. Courses with
ctnphases on multiple outcomes will l ikely be attractive to students fulfil l ing the
requirements. However, sincc sornc collrses may not accommodate integration of other
cmphases, the rnodel allows for single-ernphasis courses also. This Gencral Education
Check Sheet will enable studcnts to track their exposure to the liberal arts emphases.

Emphasis: Writ ing and Speaking - WS

Courses designated as "WS" will emphasize writing and speaking skills as tools for
understanding and using the course contcnt.

Shared outcomes of Writ ing and Speaking Courses

upon completion of this area, students will have the ability to:

1. demonstrate knowledge of the subject they choose for the writing or speaking
assignnrent .

2. demonstrate an awarencss of the audience
3. employ organization appropriatc to the purpose and to the interaction betweerr the

writer and reader or speaker and audience.
4. demonstrate control of scntence strucfure and appropriate word choice.

Writing

Upon completion of this area. sftrdents will have ability to:

1. communicate clearly in written E,nglish, demonstrating their comprehension,
analysis and critical interrogation of a variety of written texts.

2. use punctuation to establish and clarifi meaning.



3. clclnonstratc stylc, personal vcl icc. and cohercl lce as a colnnunicator.
1. usc clcscript iotr,  analvsis, ancl synthesis o1'clata. idcas or infbrmation appropriatc

to thc purl l()se.

Spea l i i ng :

[Jpon conip lc l ion o1 ' th is  arca.  s tudcnts n ' i l l  havc abi l i ty  to

L comnrunicatc oral ly in a nrat i t tcr t l tat unites thcory, cr i t ic ism, and practicc to
producc an cl ' f-ect ivc contnrunicatt lr .

2. clcrttorrstrAle rroczrl  dcl i  vcr-y r i ,hich cnc()uraqes I istcning.
3. cmploy pl iysical prcscntat iotr ancl usc ol 'body appropriate to thc spcaking

si t r - raLion.
1. uncJcrstand and clerronstr-ate ski l l  in l isteni l ig atrcl cxtract ins inf-onnation and

tncaninq l l ' t tm ural cctr-nnrLlnici t t i rr l t .

St rggested st ructure requi rernents for  thc lvr i t ing and speaking courses:

l. Tlrc course shall crnphasize tltc connection between effective speakina, rvriting,
aud etrhanccd reading ability and the \vays in which these skills foster deep
learuing. In othcr words, students should be cxposed to tccl lr iques such as
"u,r i t ing and speaking to learn" in conjunction with cri t ical reading ski l ls.

2. Speaking, reading, and writing assignnrents shall be linked to enhance student
understanding of the conncction between thcse skills.

3. Instructors should build into course design time for rehearsal, revision, and
consultation on writing and speaking assignments. Instructors should provide for
one on one consultation u,ith students, consultation in the u,riting and/or speaking
center, and peer evaluation.

Emphasis: Global and Diversity - GD

Courses designated as "GD" will provide students r,vith the opportuniry to develop skills
and knowlcdgc that will enable them to be informed citizens in any globally and
culturally complex society. Ideally, these courses will encompass both global issues and
issues related to diversity (racial, ethnic, gender, sexuality. religion, nationality. etc). but
courses that focus on either global issues or divcrsity may also carry this designation.
Glotral alvareness is the recognition and understanding of interrelationships among
international organizalions, nation-states, public and private economic entities,
sociocultttral groups, and individuals across the globe.

Multicultural literacy is the ability to understand and appreciate the similarities and
dffirences in the custonts, values, and beliefs of one's own culture and the cultures of
o I h e r.;. http : //wr,r,rv. ncrel. org/engauge/skil I s/cul tli t. htrn

Upon completion of this area, sfudents will have ability to:



idurt i fy dir, 'crsc rcsporlscs ol ' thc peoplcs, cultures, socict ies, and groups to
historic anci/cl t 'cr-rt t tctnporarv global ccononric. historical,  pol i t ical,  social,
cu l tLr ra l .  rc l ig ious,  l inguis t ic .  tcchnologica l ,  cducat io l ra l ,  e th ica l ,  and/or
cn t ' i  l onnrc r r ta l  i  ss r rcs .
idclt t i fy ancl evalutttc cl i f lercnt intcrl trctat ions of-thc tcrrn "global izat ion."
at lalyzc t l te i ,vays that Iact i l rs suclr as r i lcc. cthnicity, gender, sexual oricntat ion,
c lass.  asc,  abi l iLy,  andior  rc l ig ioLrs a l f i l ia t ion havc shaped people 's  ident i ty
Ibt 'r t lat i t-r lr ,  social rclat iortshi l ts. construction of krrow'lcdgc systcnrs, ancl/or f iupra1
clecision makirrg. especial ly r i , i th regard to t l ic ir  owrr cultural biases.
identi fy historic ancl/or cotrtcrttporary contr ibutions that divcrse cultures, groups,
arrd incl i t , iduals havc tr iade 1o local, statc, national, ancl global socict ies, includi lg
at lcast one culturc otttsidc ol- t l te Unitccl Statcs or oltc nrinori ty culture rvithin the
ljnitccl States.
idcnti fy 'cl ivcrsc lncthocls lbr local ins. cvaluatir-rg, ancl applyin-e inl 'ornrat ion
cot lccr t l i t tg  at  lcast  onc cul ture outs idc thc tJ .S.  oronc n-r inor i tv  cu l ture in  the U.S.

Ernphasis: Inltrrmation l- i te rac) '  ancl rechnologr'-  IT

Courses designated as "IT" u, i l l  der, 'elop ski l ls irr  using teclrnology as a tool for
retrieving, orgatlizirtg, irttcrprctiltg, and applying information.. IT courses will develop
infbnuation l i teracy: the abi l i ty to evaluatc infomration and i ts sources

upon completion of this area, students wil l  have abi l i ty to:

1. choose and apply technological tools appropriate to the task.
2. evaluate infonnation and its sources.
3. assess the quality of information, form logical conclusions frorn infonnation

gathered, and communicate that information in an appropriate and fluent way.
4. interpret and present the results using the appropriate discourse and format for the

discipline or the topic of analysis.

Emphasis: Aesthetics - AE

Aesthetic perspective will be characterized by critical appreciation of and abilityto make
informed aesthetic judgments about the arts of various cultures as media for hgnian
e xprcss ion.

upon completion of this area, students will have ability to:

define basic elements of artistic design, form or technique and explain the role of
the art form under study in the creation of meaning.
analyze the roll of emotional, cultural, psychological, physiological and cognitive
influences of the art fonn under study.
analyze the arts from the viewpoint of various aesthetic schools.
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Ernphasis :  Quant i t : r t ive : rnc l  Anah, t ica l  -  QA

Courses clesigriatcd as "QA" r i ' i l l  devclop thc stuclent 's quanti tat ive. analyt ic, and logical
rcasoning ski l ls and l i teracy bcyond thc rcclLrircc' l  gcucral cducation nrath coursc.

Upon conr l t lc t ion of  th is  arca.  s tudcnts r i , i l l  havc abi l i ty  to :

i .  nioclcl si tLrat ioris ancl solvc- problcrns l l -unr a varicty o1-sctt inqs in gcr-rcral ized

rnathcnratical fomrs.
2. cxl lrcss anci intcrplct mathematical inlbrrr iat ion. conccpts, Ancl thoLrghts in verbal,

r.rLrnrcric, graphiczrl ,  and synrbol ic lbnn. ancl to sl i i l t  anrons thcsc dif lbrent nrodcs
n'hcn solving l troblcnrs,

3. solve rnult iple-stcp problcrns thror-rgh cl i l ' fcrcnt ( incluct ivc, clcductive, ancl
synrbol ic)  nrodcs of  rcasoning.

4. usc apl lropriatc techncl logy in the evalLrat ion, analysis, and synthesis of
inf i l rnrat ion in problern-solving situations,

,5. extract quantitative data l'ron'r a given situation, transliitc the data into information
it t  various nrodes, cvaluate the inlbrmation, abstract essential inforrnation, make
logical deductions, and arr ive at reasonable conclusions,

6. cvaluate the impact of rnathematics on thc scicnccs, socicty, and on one's
personal l i fe.

Ernphasis: Health - HE

Courses designated as "IlE" will develop health literacy. Health combines physical,
mental (intcllectual), social and emotional factors that enables one to live to his or her
optirnal capabilities. Health literacy is de fined as "the degree to which individuals have
the capacity to obtain, process, and understand basic health information and services to
make appropriate health decisions" (Healthy People 2010, U.S. Department of
Education).

Upon completion of this area, students will have ability to:

I . demonstrate the knowledge and understanding of health concepts and processes
reqrrired for fnnctioning in a pluralistic society; 

'

2. ask, find, or determine answers to health-related questions derived from everyday
experiences. Have the ability to describe, explain and predict health behavior
using appropriate theories and models;

3. make appropriate behavioral choices regarding personal health based on an
understanding and application of current health information;

4. read with understanding articles about health in the popular press and engage in
social conversation about the validity of the information;



-5. idc l r t i fy  hcal th  issucs Lt t tc lcr l f  ing in tcrnat ional ,  nat ionnl  ar rd local  c lcc is iors . 'd
ex l l rcss l los i t i t l l is  t l ta t  arc 'bascd o l t  an unclcrs tancl i lg  of  t6c sc lo lar ly  heal th
l i tcratLr  rc :

6 '  cY l l l t t i t t c  t l r c  c lua l i t y  t t1 -hca l t l i  i n fb rn ta l i t ' rn  on  the  bas is  o f  i t s  so l l rcc  a 'd  thc
ntet l iods rrsecl  to gcne.rat tc i t .

7 posc i tncl  cvalLratc argul lents al- lout
n take  appropr ia tc  conc lus ions  l l -onr

pert i r rcr f  hcal th  issucs basccl  o '  c ' idcr- rcc a 'c l
s r rc l r  a rgun tc l t t s .

Ernphasis :  Ci f izenship ancl  Eth ics_-ClE

Courscs designatcd a.s "CE" tt ' i l l  c lcvelop i t i  studcnts an unclcrstanci ing of t5e coplecti . '
bet\veett ci t izcnship ancl crthics, emphasizing socicty's ncccl lbr rcsponsiblc cngaged
cit izens' This ctrtphasis l ' l tay occltr i r t  theoretical study or i t  rnay take a nrorc cxpcric' t ial
IOn I .

upon cornpletion of this arca, students r,r,il l have ability to:

l '  explore civic principles. their practical appl icat ions ancl consequcnces.
2' exatnine multiple ethical thcories to understand how values systems aft-ect ethical

behavior
3' apply ethical values and critical thinking to explore the challenge of fbrming

ethical positions on real issues affecting society--historic or contemporary, either
foreign or domestic.

4' develop their understanding of the connection befween ethics and citizenship



Georgia College & Sfafe University
General Education Check Sheef

Ciourse Sentester  I ' z rken Credi ts  Grade Emphases* t '
F i r s t - \ ' e a r  C l u s t e r  ( E N (  j l .  I  l o 0  c l u s t c ' t ' c t l  r i  i t l r  l ' - \ . ' r r  s c n t i n u r

(C lus te red  sem ina r  ( con ten t  cou rsc ) :  t h i s  cou rse  can  be  used  as  a
gcnera l  educat ion requi renrcnt  l lc low'  or  z lnv  nra jor  or  e lect ive requi rernent )

Second - \ ' ea r  Semina r  ( - l  c r cd i t s .  IDST  2100  )

Nla thenrat ics  (3  crec l i ts .  see approved course l is t )

N: r tura l  Sc iences (8  crcd i ts -courses n ' i t l i  accc- r r r rpanv ing la i r ;  see appro l 'ec l  coursc l is t )
/ l

Socia l  Sc iences (9  cred i ts ,  d i f f -ere  n t  pre f ixcs;  sec approvcd course I is t )

Fine Arts (3 credits; see approvcd course l ist)

Humanit ies (6 credits, dif ferent pref ixes; see approvc-d coLrrse l ist)

Fore ign Language and Cul ture (3  cred i ts ;  see approved course l is t )

Elective (3 credits-any approved general education course or prerequisite MATH course, see approved course l ist)

**Students must have at least l0 exposures to the fol lowing emphases rvith a minimum of one but not more than 3
courses in each emphasis, met through general education, elect ives or major courses (EXCEPTIONS: First-year
c luster  courses and the second year  seminar  CANNOT sat is fy  the WS or  IT  emphases and the requi red
I\{ATH course CANNOT satisfy the QA emphasis).

Emphas is Course meet ing emphasis
L Writing and Speakine - WS
2. Information Literacv and Technoioev - IT
3. Quantitative and Analytical - QA
4. Civic and Ethics-CE
5. Global and Diversitv - GD
6. Aesthetics - AE
7. Health - HE
8.  cho ce: wS, IT, QA, CE, GD, AE or HE
9. cho ce: WS, IT,  QA, CE, GD, AE or HE
10.  choice:  WS, IT,  QA, CE,  GD, AE or  HE



Transferabi l i tv  Issues

The rnodel Georgia College proposes corrcsponds to, but does not map pcrlcct ly to Arcas A-E of
thc cxist ing core curr iculum. Area F is rnajor-specif lc. ancl wc arc not proposittg anv
r-nodif icat ion in Arca F, the major courscs. I lolvcvcr' .  t l ic proposal contains 42 l tours as docs the
USG core . This table shou,s the rclat ionship of thc proposcd cun' iculur-n [o Areas A-E. In most
rcspccts, cacl i  cornponent of the proposcd rcquircrncnt at Gcorgia Collegc corrcsportds to an
cxist ing rccluircmcnt in thc USG core. Therc ul le sonrr- erccptions. as notcd ir t  thc chart bclow'.

I f  the USCi approved this nrodcl,  Georgia Collcse u,oulci continuc to accept transfcr
credit iu the sante \\ ,ay we cr:rrently do. Georgia C)ol lcgc studcnts u,ho transfcr to othcr schools
u,ould use our art iculat ion tablc to , ,r ,ork with thc receivinq school to ect credit.

GCSU Pro scd Crcdits
Arca A E N G L  1 1 O O  4

IDST 2 t00 Sccond Ycar  Sern inar*  3
General Educatiort Elect ivc** 3

(MAT[{ or zlny appror.'ed Gen
Ed Course)

Area B

Area C

Area D

Area E

Foreign Language and Culrure

Hurnanities
Finc Arts

2 Laboratory Science Courses
Mathernatics

Social Sciences
Humani t ies****

? * * x

.,
J
..|
J

8
1
J

o
a
J

TOTAL 42

* The second-year seminar is writing and speaking intensive and its objectives are at or above
those requirements for English Composition II.
**Most sfudents will need to take fwo math courses. One will be in an "Area A" requirement
(the General Education elective)
**{<The additional credit to bring this area to 4 credits is in Area A; ENGL 1 100.
{<x**USG Area E, is 12 credits including history; the proposed pian suggests that history will
transfer out of GCSU as USG Area E,, but will transfer into GCSU as an Area E humanities.

USG Gen Ed Credits
Engl ish Conrposi t ion I
English Cornposit ion II
Mathcrnatics

Institutional Options

Humanities/
Fine Arts

Natural Sciences
Additional Math,
Science or Technology

Social Sciences

4-5

6

t -8
1
J
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